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1.  Lead by Example

Problems #1:

The people did not have 
enough grain to eat (Neh 5:2)

the people could not do other 
work to support their families 
because of the rebuilding

1.  Lead by Example

Problems #2:

A famine had caused people to 
mortgage their fields, vineyards 
and homes to get grain (Neh
5:3)
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1.  Lead by Example

Problems #3:

The people borrowed money 
from the rich to pay the king’s 
taxes (Neh 5:4)

sold their children as slaves in 
exchange for money

their daughters became 
prostitutes

1.  Lead by Example

In his anger, Nehemiah 
pondered over the situation in 
his mind before confronting the 
nobles and the officials
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1.  Lead by Example
Ephesians 4:26 (NIV)

“In your anger do not sin”

When we are angry, we need to 
have time alone to ponder over the 
matter

Nehemiah’s confrontation was to 
correct and align the people to 
God’s Word

1.  Lead by Example

Exodus 22:25 (NIV)

If you lend money to one of my 
people among you who is 
needy, do not be like a 
moneylender; charge him no 
interest
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1.  Lead by Example

The Israelites were not allowed 
to charge interest to fellow 
Israelites

The nobles and officials were 
doing the very thing forbidden 
by the Lord

1.  Lead by Example
Leviticus 25:39-43 (NIV)
39 If one of your countrymen becomes 

poor among you and sells himself to 
you, do not make him work as a slave. 

40 He is to be treated as a hired worker 
or a temporary resident among you; he 
is to work for you until the Year of 
Jubilee.

42 Because the Israelites are my servants, 
whom I brought out of Egypt, they must 
not be sold as slaves.
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1.  Lead by Example

Nehemiah’s authority and basis 
of confrontation was from 
God’s Word

Godly leadership does not 
confront to condemn but 
confront to allow the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit to take place

1.  Lead by Example

Proverbs 27:5 (NIV)

Better is open rebuke than 
hidden love.
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1.  Lead by Example

Confrontation is unavoidable.

It must done in love, in truth and in 
a redemptive manner

Nehemiah was so effective in his 
confrontation because of the 
integrity in his leadership

The nobles and officials could not 
refute him because Nehemiah was 
not committing their wrongdoings

1.  Lead by Example

The fear of God refers to the 
honour and reverence for God 
that enable us to be in 
relationship with Him

The fear of God comes out of a 
deep love and worship for Him 
within us
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1.  Lead by Example

We cultivate it by constantly 
being aware of God’s presence 
in our lives

This is done through our 
spiritual disciplines 

Praying

Reading the bible 

Fellowshipping with believers
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2.  Facing More Oppositions

When Israel’s enemies heard 
that the wall was almost 
completed, they wanted to kill 
Nehemiah to stop the process

The enemies knew that they 
could not harm Nehemiah 
physically in Jerusalem
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2.  Facing More Oppositions

They resorted to discredit his 
leadership

Tobiah and Sanballat sent 
false prophets to Nehemiah to 
intimidate him

2.  Facing More Oppositions

If Nehemiah were to hid inside 
the temple, he would sin 
against God by intruding into 
the holy areas

This would allow the enemies 
to discredit Nehemiah’s 
leadership and bring about his 
downfall
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ConclusionConclusion

With all the insurmountable odds 
against him, Nehemiah led the 
people to finish rebuilding the 
wall

Nehemiah accomplished 
something that no one had done 
for the last 140 years

He completed his assignment in 
52 days

ConclusionConclusion

As a result of this, Israel 
enemies were shaken and 
became afraid of Israel instead

From being the threat, the 
enemies became threatened


